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Judge’s Report

It was and honour and delight to be asked to judge the Guernsey classes at 2011 Royal Bath & West Show.  Although numbers were a little disappointing, there was real quality among the sixteen animals forward.  It was also very encouraging to see so many young people demonstrating their excellent showmanship in the ring.  These youngsters are a real credit to the English Guernsey Cattle Society.

There were 4 entries in the Maiden Heifer class ranging in age from 9.5 to 18 months.  This proved to be the most difficult class to judge.  My first place went to the youngest animal on exhibition, Winton Mayflower, from Brian and Sheila Adams.  She exhibited openness of rib with excellent mammary development and had the advantage in set of rear legs and locomotion over my second placed heifer Graylands Orange Blossom 4 from Colin Parfitt & Son.  She in turn gained in mammary development over the upstanding White Ladies Marius Graceful 8 from Sir Howard Guinness, which placed third.

The Heifer in Calf class had only two animals forward.  The Addington Fund exhibited the first placed heifer Aber Showtime Dancer 5.  She had the advantage in outstanding mammary potential, and superb locomotion over the well grown and deep ribbed Graylands Meadowsweet 66 and went on to be my Champion Heifer.

Cow or Heifer in calf.  There were two entries in this class with the leader being the deep-bodied Graylands Beauty 28th.  She excelled in openness of rib, smoothness of mammary attachment and locomotion over Hinton Yolanda 13 from the Bartlett family.

The Heifer in milk class had one entry.  Hinton Polly 66 was a fine example of the breed and was awarded a first prize rosette.  I grant however that her mammary system lacked symmetry in the rear quarters. This put her into Reserve position in the Heifer Championship.

Cow in milk having calved twice.  Three cows were forward.  Graylands Jackie 4 was of medium stature with good dairy strength and locomotion.  She had the advantage in an excellent mammary system over the open ribbed White Ladies Marius Graceful 7 with Hinton Glitter 3 placed third.

Cow in milk having calved three times.  Three cows were forward.  Evans and Sales partnership exhibited a superb dairy cow in Bickfield Rainbow 51 that went on to be my Champion and also gained the reserve Interbreed Champion award.  She excelled in all areas especially in openness of rib, udder and locomotion and placed first.  Graylands Hugette 18 placed second. While I grant that she lacked smoothness through the crops, she had the advantage in mammary system, depth of body and rib over White Ladies Ruby 93.

Cow in milk having calved four times or more.  Graylands Meadowsweet 59 was the only cow forward.  She was a powerful cow of great depth, now milking with her fifth calf.  She exhibited a fine mammary system together with good locomotion and looked as if she would be around for years to come.  She went on to become a well-deserved Reserve Champion and Best Animal bred by Exhibitor.
I record my thanks to the exhibitors who presented me with such well prepared animals and the stewards who managed the classes in a very professional manner but above all to the Bath & West Show Committee and the English Guernsey Cattle Society for their welcome and warm hospitality.

Bill Luff

